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Main themes 

Transition tool for students

Definitions of interdisciplinarity

Unforeseen Benefits



Scope & scale

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/why/achieve-more

"Achieve More will broaden your horizon and your 
experience of people and life, and this can only 
prepare you more completely for living and working 
in the wider world when you leave university”.

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/why/achieve-more


Vertical integration



State of Sheffield 2015



State of Sheffield 2015



State of Sheffield 2015

“collaborative/cooperative learning, discovery and 
problem-based learning … and methods of assessment 
that are multi-dimensional, including qualitative and 
quantitative measures, normed measures, and self-
assessments.” (de Zure, 1999)



Original emphasis - Group work

"Interdisciplinary groups are great - seeing the 
different skills everyone brings and putting these 
together was a highlight of the week.“



Original emphasis - Product

“I enjoyed creating a video and was pleased to 
find out that I can borrow cameras from the 
Diamond and use the editing suites.”

“• self-directed learning: non-prescribed learning – no road 

maps; inventions, integrated with one’s values, skills, life experience, e.g. 

inquiry-based learning
• creative learning: inventive learning – divergent thinking, 

exploration, discovery

• feeling learning: vulnerable learning – making mistakes, 
trying out, acknowledging limits of competence” 

(Gabelnick. 2002)



Highs and Lows

“The step from an appealing idea to an operational 
method is large indeed.” (Karlqvist, 1999)



Evolution

‘A challenging module for challenging 
times’



Current emphasis 

Research project (Learning)

Individual input (Attributes)

Alumni participation (Skills)



Community engagement

"Getting to use research methods in a way that 
actually contributes to something, getting the 
independence to go into the streets and apply 
them”.



A transition tool

Models ‘best practice’ UG student 
approaches

Skills development 

where/how to access

Promotes Sheffield Graduate Attributes 

eg civic engagement

Promotes independent learning and 
introduces research methods



What does 

interdisciplinarity

mean for level 1 

students?

“The mere presence of individuals from different 
disciplines does not signify interdisciplinary 
collaboration.” Chettiparamb (2007)



Level 1 perceptions



“To see the whole is to see it in breadth, but 
without access to the particular vision: to see the 
part is to see it in depth, but in the absence of the 
general overview.” Becher (1989) 



Level 2



Unforeseen benefits

Staff

Facilitators

Students



Unforeseen benefits 



Unforeseen benefits – for staff 

Enthusing students about their discipline

Expands their network (colleagues and 
community)

Learning from students’ research

Opportunity to try different teaching 
techniques

… And use elsewhere



Unforeseen benefits - facilitators 



Unforeseen benefits 

Teaching experience

Dealing with lack of engagement

Transferable skills

CV building – work experience

Broadens network (academics/facilitators)

Interdisciplinarity has influenced direction 
of own PhD studies

New types of research skills

Creativity and freedom!



Unforeseen benefits - verticality 

"Facilitators were friendly, open and willing 
to discuss and share their knowledge and it 
opened my mind."



Conclusion

Transition tool for students

Interdisciplinary definitions 

Unforeseen Benefits 



Conclusion

“1. Creativity often requires interdisciplinary 
knowledge. 
2. Immigrants often make important 
contributions to their new field. 
5. Many intellectual, social, and practical 
problems require interdisciplinary approaches. 
7. Interdisciplinarians enjoy greater flexibility 
in their research. 
9. Interdisciplinarians may help breach 
communication gaps in the modem academy, 
thereby helping to mobilize its enormous 
intellectual resources in the cause of greater 
social rationality and justice. (Nissani, 1997)
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